STRUCTURE  AND   RELIEF

the Barents Sea and the White Sea, as well as Lakes Onega
and Ladoga, are all bounded by major lines of faulting.

The ancient crystalline rocks are fully exposed in Karelia,
forming a smooth, low massif, composed mainly of rocks such
as granite and gneiss, and almost devoid of soil cover in many
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FIG. 3.  GEOLOGICAL SECTION FROM NORTH TO SOUTH ACROSS
EUROPEAN RUSSIA
(after Poternkin and Malenka)
areas. The average height is from 300 to 1300 feet. In the
north high altitudes are reached in the Khibin Mountains
and the Lovozerski Massif, which rise to over 4000 feet.
The landscape in the Kola Peninsula is one of smooth, rounded
elevations, while farther south the ancient rocks form a low
plateau, covered with later glacial deposits.
The ancient crystalline rocks, devoid of soil, together with
the boulders and other glacial deposits which cover so much
of Central and Southern Karelia (see p. 30) make agriculture